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Our congratulations go to the Sophomore Class Council for such a huge success with the Haunted Trail on Halloween, 10/31/05.  Many students put an awful lot of effort into this event and we were glad to be able to assist.  A safe and good time was had by all and we look forward to working with the Council for next year’s event.

There have been several incidents of irresponsible behavior on campus in the last few weeks and I think it is time to speak up for the Stockton campus community and understand the context of these irresponsible acts.  The general perception of the misinformed individual would be that the Stockton student is more concerned with the next party and how much alcohol they can consume at it, than they are with their classes and grades.  The reality is that these irresponsible individuals are a very, very small percentage of our students but because they attract administrative and police attention, the misinformed will start to believe this is the norm on campus.  That could not be further from the truth.  The reality of Stockton campus life is that our students act in an extremely responsible manner and know that maturity, as it relates to partying and/or drinking alcohol is part of college life but not the reason for attending college.  We need to remind ourselves of this and focus on all the positive our students do on a daily basis.  The perception that college students drink more or party more than the general population is without merit.  College students have very busy daily lives which involve classes, homework, jobs, etc., leaving less time for the social aspects of the college.  And when our students do engage in socializing, they designate drivers, go out with trusted friends, and limit their activities usually due to academic concerns.  So let us not perpetuate the myth of “Animal House” and understand that reality is that a significant portion of our population engages in very responsible and mature behavior in their social activities.  As we have done in the past, we ask for our community’s support in not condoning irresponsible or immature behavior, and ask our students leaders to speak out against it so the perception does not become a reality.
We are looking for partners to assist us as we are working with the Marines, “Toys for Tots” campaign for the upcoming holiday season.  You will see toy collection boxes in several areas on campus and ask that you help us get toys for less fortunate children.  Any club or group that wishes to assist with this effort is asked to contact either Deputy Chief Joe Mangiello or Communications Operator Lisa Benevides at X4390 who are coordinating the effort.

The police department working in conjunction with Professor Marissa Potchak, SOBL, will be conducting a survey to help us improve the services we provide to the community.  An email will be sent this week to randomly selected resident and commuter students, faculty, and staff, and you will be asked to complete the web based survey.  A link in the email will take you to the site and it will only take about 5 minutes of your time to complete it.  Your participation will help us improve the services we provide to the campus.  All survey information will be electronically sent to Professor Potchak who will collate the data.  We ask for your assistance with this survey and wish to thank Professor Potchak for her service in helping us to improve.

TIP OF THE WEEK:  Next week is Click it or Ticket week (11/14/05-11/18/05) so if you are not wearing your seat belt and a police officer observes that violation, you will receive a summons.  So, Buckle up at all times as the life you save may be your own or that of someone very important to you.

Remember, safety is everyone’s business, so please report any safety or security concern to us at X4390 or dial 9-1-1 in an emergency.
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