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On February 17, 2006, the Galloway Township Fire Department responded to a minor fire in Housing 3, P Dormitory, 3rd floor, at approximately 1:15 p.m. The source of the fire was quickly extinguished and the area is being evaluated for smoke and water damage. There were no reported injuries.  All evacuation procedures, fire alarms, and fire suppression devices worked very well and probably were the reasons there were no injuries. Unfortunately, there was extensive water damage from the sprinkler system to the entire building.  A remediation company has been contracted by the college to clean up the site and repair the damages.  All students who resided in this building have been relocated to other sites, both on and off campus while the building is repaired.  The College extends its thanks to the community, Galloway Township Fire and First Aid, staff, and especially to our students from P Dorm for their cooperation.

I would guess that many students have wondered why Housing has fire drills, why the police department has safety lectures, and why they have to leave a building when a fire alarm activates?  I think the answer is because we need to be prepared for situations like the P Dormitory fire.  If the community did not prepare ourselves for disasters, and educate our residential students in the procedures to follow when those events occur, the risk of injury or death is much greater.  So, the next time you are woken from your bed or disrupted from your class by a fire alarm, assume it is a real fire and quickly move to your designated location.  Await the arrival of the police who will ensure the building is safe for re-entry.  

We would also like to thank all the staff who responded, especially our newly trained Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) who were ready and willing to assume this responsibility.  This event, although relatively minor, truly showed the need for our emergency operations planning efforts to continue. Everyone knew their roles and rapidly assumed their responsibilities thanks to the emergency exercises we regularly conduct.  Quickly, the Human Services Branch and Evacuation Group mobilized and began the process of relocating P Dorm residents before the fire was out.  We applaud Student Affairs, Dean of Students, Wellness Center and Housing for their response efforts.

Here are some fire safety tips that we should all be aware of:
· Read all fire safety or escape information posted in your room or public areas. Read the fire evacuation plan carefully. If one is not posted in your room, request one from Housing. 
· Never smoke in bed

· Locate the two exits from your room (window and door). 
· Have a working flashlight available in your room.

· Make sure the smoke alarm is working.
· Find the two exits outside your room, if applicable.  Locate the exit stairwell and where it leads.  Remember if it is to the right or left, on the right or left side of the hall, and count the number of doors you will pass to reach it.  You may be crawling along and feeling for the exit in the smoke.
· Immediately report to Housing or Health and Safety Officer Dennis Lepore any exits that are locked, propped open or blocked.
· Find out if the windows open and how.  Look to see what lies below.  If you are on the upper floor, there may be a roof or deck within safe dropping distance.
· Practice finding and unlocking your room door in the dark.
· Count the number of doors between your room and the exits. This will assist you in the need of an emergency evacuation.
· Find the fire alarm on your floor.
· If your room door is hot, do not open it. Instead, seal the door with wet towels or sheets. Turn off the fans and air conditioners. Call the police department, 9-1-1, to give your location. Signal from your window.
· Know where a safe meeting place outside the building is located.  If you are a residential student, do not leave this location until directed to do so by a Housing staff member.  We need to ensure everyone is out of the building and if you leave, and not accounted for, you may be putting someone’s life unnecessarily in danger.
· Have An Escape Plan!!!!!
· If you discover a fire, sound the alarm. Never panic.
· Never use the elevators.  Always use the stairs.
· Test all doors before you open them.  Use the back of your hand to feel for heat on the door and door frame.
· If the door is hot, don't open it.  Use an alternate exit.
· Check all doors as you go.
· Walk down the stairs, don't run.
· If trapped, call 9-1-1.
· Know where the nearest yellow Emergency Phone is located.

TIP OF THE WEEK:  If you live off campus and your personal residence does not have a smoke detector in every bedroom and common hallway, buy one and install it.  They are very reasonable and worth every penny.   Also, if you have a fossil fuel source in your residence, i.e. natural gas, propane, oil or kerosene that is used for heat, hot water or cooking, a carbon monoxide (CO) detector is a must.  CO is a colorless, odorless gas that will quickly kill you.  

NOTE:  All Stockton College campus resident facilities have smoke detectors that alarm both locally and at the police department.  They are also all equipped with fire suppression systems (sprinklers) that alarm at the police department.  Also, there are carbon monoxide detectors in every residence facility that uses any fossil fuel for heat, water or cooking.
 We continue to ask for your assistance as safety is everyone’s business.  So please report any safety or security concern to us at X4390 or dial 911 in an emergency.
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